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Today the Dragonflies organised a brilliant assembly about Australia. They told us lots of facts about 
Australia, sang a song and read some stories that they had written themselves. This afternoon I am 
looking forward to holding our charity cake sale to raise money for those affected by the fires in Australia. 
Thank you to all those that brought in cakes or bought some. We will let you know how much we raised 
next week.

Dragonflies, Crickets and Honey Bee parents will have received a letter inviting them to our ‘Colour 
Strings and Musicianship presentation’ on Thursday 6th February at 3.00pm. Rebecca Maisey, the Pre-
Prep music teacher and Iva Butler a violin teacher from the music department will talk about how they 
teach music and Dragonflies will be demonstrating some of these techniques. This should be very 
informative presentation and I hope many of you will be able to come. Please return the reply slip as soon 
as you can.

The week beginning 10th February is the Pre-Prep Science week. The children will be off timetable this 
week and immersing themselves in a variety of science activities. We have planned workshops by 3 
members of the Senior School Science department on skulls, potions and electricity, Zoolab are coming 
into school with a variety of creatures for the children to handle and learn about and Kic theatre drama 
workshops will take place based on different science topics. There will be a small charge for Kic theatre 
as usual and this will be added to your next bill. Each class will also be planning a selection of inspiring 
and fascinating experiments and activities each day. If any parents are scientifically minded and would 
like to come into class to talk to the children please speak to your class teacher. 

We are also allowing some pets into school on Monday 10th Feb!! This, as you can imagine, has to be 
carefully managed so if you have a pet you think wouldn’t mind being brought into school then please ask 
your class teacher. The pets would need to be in a suitable container and probably only kept at school for 
a short time so they don’t get too stressed. I’m afraid I have to say no to cats and dogs. If your child 
brings in an animal it would be great if they could say a few words to their class about their pet such as 
how it is cared for, what it eats etc

As well as these events all the Pre-Prep children will be taking part in a charity ‘Sporty circuits’ session 
with Mrs Millard on Tuesday 11th February, in aid of those affected by the fires in Australia. Please can 
you send in a donation for those taking part in this fun activity. After the session the Dragonflies and 
Crickets will be hearing from some St Edmund’s sports scholars, possible stars of the future, about 
fitness and the benefits of a healthy life.

I hope you have a great weekend.

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Head of Pre-prep



The Ladybirds started the week by reading the 
story ‘What the Ladybird Heard’ and spoke about 
the different sounds the animals make. The 
children have had a wonderful time putting on 
masks and re-enacting the story, especially 
pretending to be the burglars trying to steal the 
fine prize cow! They have been practising their 
cutting skills; cutting out pictures of animals and 
creating their own farmyard maps. They have 
also had great fun playing with the farmyard tuft 
tray and digging for letters in the mud.

It has been so wonderful to see the Ladybirds 
showing much more interest in looking at books 
independently, since starting our Julia Donaldson 
topic. We have continued to make the stories 
exciting by using props, puppets, songs and 
drama and we will continue to come up with 
some with interesting ideas for them. Thank you 
to the children who have brought in toys and 
CD’s for us to use, they have been a great 
addition to our topic work!

Miss Ashenden
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This Week



This week the Honey Bees have been exploring 'how we used to live' and have been 
investigating artefacts from over 100 years ago to see how people used to live. The children 
have been handling a wide range of household objects, new and old, and exploring the 
differences in materials used, size and function. They have been intrigued by the artefacts and 
have had wonderful fun finding out about them, with the most unusual being the copper bed-
warmer compared to our modern day hot water bottle! Interestingly the children thought the 
china doll with moving limbs and real horse hair wig was both amazing and awful in equal 
quantities! At the end of the week we decided to have a go at making our own butter and then 
sampling it on hot toast. 

In Maths this week we have been making number bonds to 10 using toys, with the children then 
writing their own number sentences. In Literacy the children have been introduced to the 
grapheme 'z' and the high frequency word 'was'. 

Forest School was dry this week! The children voted to go and spend the afternoon exploring at 
our lower site and what fun they had! 

Mrs George
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This week in their topic work, the Crickets have found 
out about reptiles. They have learnt many facts and new 
vocabulary such as omnivore, lungs and extinct. In 
computing, they designed dinosaurs and selected 
different textures, colours and added details. The 
children then saved and printed their work 
independently. In maths, the class have been using 
number lines to add on and take away. They have also 
used Numicon and 100 squares to add and takeaway 10 
from 2-digit numbers and look for patterns. They have 
also learnt about the months of the year and the 
seasons. In English, the children heard a story 
describing different birds and animals around the world 
and they wrote their own descriptions of reptiles. We 
then had to guess which animals were being described. 
We have browsed and listened to many non-fiction and 
fiction books about dinosaurs. In cooking, eggs were 
whisked to make eggy-bread. The class adored the 
smell as it was cooking and eagerly tucked in. 

As part of our design technology work the children had 
to transport quail eggs to one another safely. Some of us 
used bubble wrap, card, play dough or Lego. Some 
children worked collaboratively and had to evaluate their 
work and refine parts. Quail eggs are much more 
delicate than the emu egg we looked at last week and 
the yolk was tiny! Using clay, we have created reptiles. 
We had to roll, press and mould the clay to look like 
different features. We made marks to represent skin or 
shells. Come and eggs-plore them.

Mrs Purnell
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The Dragonflies have left "China" and 
arrived in "Australia and New Zealand" 
this week. Milly Sherwin (Mrs Sherwin's 
daughter) is working in a school outside 
Brisbane and emailed lots of videos to 
show the class the Australian 
landscape, animals, streets and houses 
- and the children spotted lots of 
differences between British and 
Australian homes. The children were 
horrified to learn about the devastating 
fires in Australia and have spent the 
week organising posters, stories and 
reports to promote our fund-raising for 
the Australian Bushfire Charity. We 
have made kangaroo and crocodile-
shaped biscuits using an Australian 
cookie recipe and will be selling them 
at our Bake Sale on Friday. 

We also had a visit from Chaplain to 
talk to us about his native New 
Zealand. We enjoyed his talk and 
asked lots of questions. Australia and 
New Zealand are very similar but there 
are lots of differences too - especially 
the animals. (which are generally nice 
and not poisonous - unlike the 
Australian ones!)

Mrs Sherwin
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Looking Ahead

W/C 10th February PP Science Week

Tuesday 11th February ‘Sporty Circuits’ Charity Event for PP children

Wednesday 12th

February
Kic Theatre

Friday 14th February Half term begins

Monday 24th February Back to school

Thursday 27th February 08:30 Coffee and Chat (for parents)

Thursday 5th March World Book Day PP dressing up day

Friday 6th March 15:30 ‘Drop In’ for all PP parents 

W/C 9th March Parent Consultations (all week)

Friday 20th March 14:45 Mother’s Day Tea (for Pre-Prep mothers)

Thursday 26th March 09:00 PP end of term service in Chapel

Friday 27th March 14:30 End of term
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