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Appendix 1: Checklists of general and subject specific criteria (source: NACE) 

Identifying very able learners: general characteristics  

 Very able learners may display a selection of the following characteristics:  

 Personal traits  

• Inquisitive, curious, alert and responsive to new ideas 

• Quick/agile thinkers  

• High self-motivation/initiative; can work well independently  

• Socially adept 

• Show leadership qualities 

• Good/unusual sense of humour  

• Sensitive/sensitivity and empathy with others 

• Socially immature/isolated; prefer computers to people  

Learning ability  

• Learn new ideas and concepts quickly/easily/readily 

• Good at reasoning/logical/analytical thinking  

• Good at dealing with abstractions/abstract thinking  

• See relationships between things; can generalise from specific facts  

• Good at understanding things/meanings; show unusual insights  

• Able to memorise quickly/easily  

• Follow complex directions easily 

• Keen powers of observation  

• Advanced vocabulary/verbally fluent/good self-expression  

• Learned to read early, often before school age; rapid readers  

• Good attention; concentrate and persevere for long periods if interested  

Learning styles  

• Dislike repetition of concepts and closed tasks; get bored easily  

• Informed/show interest in ideas and concepts beyond their years  

• Creative/imaginative; original ideas in problem-solving; may be artistic/musical  

• Inclined to choose unusual but effective methods of working, perhaps using a 

different line of logic or jumping steps  

• Many interests/hobbies; read across a wide range of subjects  

• Prefer verbal expression; reluctant to record things in writing  

• Resent imposed timetable restrictions if interested in a task  

• Perfectionists; may lean towards being obsessive  
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Art  

Very able learners in art may display a selection of the following characteristics:  

• Think and express themselves in creative, original ways   

• Want to follow a different plan to others, challenge tasks given or extend their 

brief in seemingly unrelated directions  

• Enthusiastic and interested in the visual world; have a strong desire to create in 

the visual form   

• Driven by ideas and persevere until they have completed a task successfully, 

with little or no intervention from the teacher   

• Take risks without knowing what the outcome will be   

• Can be quirky and display humour   

• Interested in the art world, art forms and culture   

• Analyse and interpret their observations and present them creatively   

• Work in innovative ways   

• Enjoy experimenting with materials; able to go beyond the conventional and 

use materials and processes in creative and practical ways   

• Communicate original ideas, insights and views   

• Confidence in using a wide range of tools and techniques skilfully   

• Keen to extend their technical abilities; sometimes get frustrated when other 

skills do not develop at the same time   

• Explore ideas, problems and sources on their own and collaboratively, with a 

sense of purpose and meaning  

• Make unusual connections between their own work and others’ work   

• Critically evaluate visual work and other information   

NB: Aptitudes in the arts may reveal themselves early given the right conditions but can also 

remain hidden if a learner has limited encouragement or opportunity. 
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Design and technology  

Very able learners in design and technology may display a selection of the following 

characteristics:  

• High levels of technological understanding and application   

• High-quality making and precise practical skills  

• Readily accept and discuss new ideas; conceptualise beyond the information 

given • Have flashes of inspiration and highly original or innovative ideas   

• Demonstrate different ways of working or different approaches to issues   

• Identify the simple, elegant solution from complex, disorganised data   

• Reflective and constructively self-critical   

• Link the familiar with the novel  

• See application in 2D or 3D   

• Transfer and adapt ideas from the familiar to a new problem   

• Sensitive to aesthetic, social and cultural issues when designing and evaluating   

• Capable of rigorous analysis and interpretation of products   

• Conduct independent research to solve problems   

• Work comfortably in contexts beyond their own experience and empathise with 

users' needs and wants  
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English  

Very able learners in English may display a selection of the following characteristics:  

• Read widely, fluently and independently   

• Read with meaning, drawing on inference and deduction; can “read between 

the lines”  

• Sensitive to the nuance of language   

• Use language precisely, with technical accuracy   

• Delight in the meaning of words   

• Use extended vocabulary   

• Show pleasure and involvement in experimenting/playing with language and 

manipulating language to effect   

• Awareness of the special features of language, such as rhyme   

• Write or talk in imaginative, lucid and cogent ways, showing flair and creativity   

• Can express ideas succinctly and elegantly   

• Grasp the essence of particular styles and adapt them to their own purposes   

• Can display a sophisticated sense and appreciation of humour; this humour 

can be “quirky”; understand irony etc   

• Contribute with incisive, critical responses   

• Can analyse own work   

• Can produce written work that is substantial and the product of sustained, well 

directed effort   

• Elaborate on content that is exceptional for their age   

• Can engage seriously and creatively with moral and social themes expressed 

in literature   

• Can justify opinions convincingly and challenge others’ points of view   

• Strong communicative skills   

• Articulate and confident speakers  

• Very good listening skills   

• Show enthusiasm and enjoyment in the subject; can be sensitive   

  

NB: Learners who are very able in English may demonstrate marked ability in reading, writing, 

speaking and listening. However, it is not unusual for development in one of these areas to be 

more pronounced than in others, e.g. children who are fluent readers may be reluctant writers.  
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Geography  

Very able learners in geography may display a selection of the following characteristics:  

• Understand concepts clearly; can apply this understanding to new situations to 

make interpretations, develop hypotheses, reach conclusions and explore 

solutions   

• Understand geographical ideas and theories; apply them to real situations   

• Communicate effectively using both the written and spoken word, in ways that 

are appropriate to task and audience   

• Learn subject-specific vocabulary and use it accurately   

• Reason, argue and think logically  

• Able to manipulate abstract symbols and recognise patterns and sequences  

• Use and apply mathematical principles and formulae to solve geographical 

tasks and problems   

• Identify their own geographical questions and sequence investigations   

• Understand, and able to explain, complex processes and interrelationships   

• Enjoy using graphs, charts, maps, diagrams and other visual methods to 

present information   

• Competent and confident in using the wide range of visual resources required   

• Well-considered opinions on issues such as the environment and life in 

different places  • Wide-ranging general knowledge about the world and topical 

issues   

• Able to transfer knowledge from one subject to another   

• Creative and original in their thinking, frequently going beyond the obvious 

solutions  
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History   

Very able learners in history may display a selection of the following characteristics:   

• Perform at levels of literacy that are advanced for their age   

• Able to communicate effectively in different forms   

• Use subject-specific vocabulary with accuracy and confidence   

• Show particular skill at inference and deduction   

• Able to make logical connections between events and people   

• Good understanding of cause and effect   

• Able to set both new and previously acquired information in a chronological framework   

• Broad range of general and historical knowledge   

• Can discuss the significance of events, people and changes   

• Maturity in ability to analyse historical sources and organise historical information  • 

Able to demonstrate and use a wide and growing knowledge base   

• Able to use several sources simultaneously with confidence and perception, including 

complex and ambiguous ones   

• Keen awareness of the characteristics of different historical periods   

• Able to question, challenge and develop own lines of enquiry   

• Good grasp and understanding of historical interpretation   

• Can make imaginative links between the topics studied in multiple subject fields   

• Ability to hypothesise; can make judgements and justify them   

• Can take on broad concepts   

• Offer unexpected insights   

• Willingness to search for new information and ideas   

• Enquiring mind   

• Can cope with tentative conclusions   

• Developed sense of empathy and imagination   

• Use visits to historical sites as a basis for further investigation  

 

NB: High ability in history can take time to emerge, as the nature of the subject can often 

require maturity. However, young children can display a marked interest and enthusiasm for 

history that can develop as they mature.  

  



 

18 
 

ICT  

Very able learners in ICT may display a selection of the following characteristics:  

• Use and learn about ICT hardware and software quickly, confidently, efficiently and 

independently   

• Demonstrate ICT capability significantly above that expected for their age   

• Use ICT to support their studies in other subjects   

• Use their skills and knowledge of ICT to solve problems, design information systems 

and suggest improvements to existing systems   

• Consider the limitations of ICT tools and information sources  

• Consider social, economic and ethical issues raised by the use of ICT   

• Consider the purpose for which information is processed and communicated, and how 

the characteristics of different kinds of information influence its use  

• Use initiative to exploit the potential of more advanced features of ICT tools and skills, 

e.g. coding   

• Explore independently beyond the given breadth of an ICT topic   

• Develop systems that meet personal needs and interests   

• Grasp and premeditate structures, for example structures in data and directories   

• Intrigued, rather than frustrated, by problems; show tenacity and creativity when 

solving them   

• Inclination and ability to help others, e.g. explaining the logic of required steps   

  

NB: Many learners may enter school with well-developed skills and knowledge in aspects of 

IT. Some may have skills and knowledge in more advanced aspects, including coding. 

Teachers should be aware of this and provide opportunities for their further development and 

application.  
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Mathematics  

Very able learners in mathematics may display a selection of the following characteristics:  

• Rapid and sound memorisation of mathematical material  • Learn and understand 

mathematical ideas quickly   

• Reason logically: can verify, justify and prove   

• Work systematically and accurately   

• More analytical   

• Recognise patterns easily and see the formal structure of a problem in a way that 

leads to ideas for action   

• Use mathematical symbols accurately and confidently as part of the thinking process  • 

Make jumps in reasoning   

• Think flexibly, adapting problem-solving approaches   

• Demonstrate curiosity and enthusiasm for mathematical problems   

• Make connections between the concepts they have learned   

• Can take a creative approach to solving mathematical problems   

• Reverse their direction of thought – may work backwards and forwards when solving a 

problem   

• Communicate their reasoning and justify their methods   

• Sustain their concentration throughout longer tasks and persist in seeking solutions   

• Enjoy working at increased depth   

• Adept at posing their own questions and pursuing lines of enquiry   

• Take delight in numbers and use them in other areas of the curriculum, e.g. storytelling   

• Enjoy mathematical puzzles and problems   

  

NB: Some learners who are highly able in mathematics perform at levels that are unusually 

advanced for their age. It is recommended to challenge the pupil with broad but challenging 

enrichment and extension activities, rather than accelerate through the curriculum.  
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Modern foreign languages  

Very able learners in modern foreign languages may display a selection of the following 

characteristics:  

• Early awareness of the second language as a separate system   

• Curiosity about how language works   

• Ability to extrapolate general rules from samples   

• Ability to pick up new language and structures quickly   

• Ability to make connections and classify words and structures, e.g. to help them learn 

more efficiently   

• Ability to identify, memorise and reproduce new sounds   

• Strong desire to put language together by themselves   

• Creativity and imagination when using language   

• Desire to ask further questions and seek solutions   

• Awareness and use of a range of strategies for learning   

• Intense interest in the cultural features of the language studied   

• Ability to transfer skills across and to other languages   

  

NB: Becoming a competent and independent language learner is a process which develops 

alongside intellectual maturity and familiarity with the language and culture. Linguistic 

development is also very dependent on input and opportunity.  

Bilingualism may or may not indicate exceptional aptitude in language learning but taking 

account of learners’ experience and expertise in another language (e.g. home language) is an 

important factor in planning and in building confidence and motivation.  
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Music  

Very able learners in music may display a selection of the following characteristics:  

• Captivated by sound and engage fully with music   

• Select an instrument with care; may be unwilling to relinquish the instrument   

• Find it difficult not to respond physically to music   

• Memorise music quickly, without any apparent effort   

• Able to repeat more complex rhythmical and melodic phrases given by the teacher and 

repeat melodies (sometimes after only one hearing)   

• Sing and play music with a natural awareness of the musical phrase; the music makes 

sense   

• Particularly sensitive to melody, timbre, rhythms and patterns   

• Demonstrate the ability to communicate through music, for example to sing with 

musical expression and with confidence   

• Show strong preferences, single-mindedness and a sustained inner drive to make 

music   

• Have the motivation and dedication to persevere and practise; show a commitment to 

achieving excellence   

  

NB: Pupils more often show their musical talent through the quality of their response than the 

complexity of their response. Musical quality is very difficult to define in words, as music is a 

different form of communication from language. Therefore, musical talent is at least as much 

about demonstrating a higher-quality response within levels as about attainment at higher 

levels. Musical talent can be seen at every level of attainment. Those with a high ability in 

music show a particular affinity with sound. This type of ability is sometimes difficult to identify, 

especially when it is not combined with more general ability.   

Aptitude in music may reveal itself early given the right conditions but can also remain hidden 

if a pupil has had limited encouragement or opportunity. Teachers may encounter pupils 

whose musical skills and performance are developed to such an extent that it is difficult to 

provide for them in the everyday classroom – as well as pupils in whom abilities of great 

promise are merely latent, and who need intensive and focused development of skills. 
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Physical education   

Very able learners in physical education may display a selection of the following 

characteristics:  

• Use the body with confidence in differentiated, expressive and imaginative ways   

• Good sense of shape, space direction and timing   

• Movement is fluent and can be elegant   

• High degree of control of their body; good control of gross and fine body movements 

and can handle objects skilfully   

• High degree of motivation and commitment to practice and performance   

• Use technical terms effectively, accurately and fluently   

• Able to analyse and evaluate their own and others’ work, using results for 

selfimprovement  

• High level of understanding of principles of health-related exercise and their application 

in a variety of activities   

• Particularly high levels of fitness for their age   

• Specific strengths in particular areas, e.g. games or dance   

• Able to perform advanced skills and techniques and transfer skills between activities   

• Good decision makers; able to take the initiative; demonstrate autonomy, leadership 

and independence of thought   

• Able to reflect on processes and outcomes to improve performance   

• Take risks with ideas and approaches   

• Show perseverance and commitment   

• Involvement with a range of related extracurricular activities   

• Understand the need for effective coaching   

  

NB: In addition to the above characteristics, specific sports and physical activities will have 

their own list of skills and abilities.   
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Science  

Very able learners in science may display a selection of the following characteristics:  

• Aware of how the context influences the interpretation of science content   

• Recognise patterns and relationships in science data   

• Can hypothesise/predict based on valid evidence and draw conclusions   

• Decide quickly how to investigate fairly and manipulate variables   

• Enjoy researching obscure facts and applying scientific theories, ideas and models 

when explaining a range of phenomena   

• Recognise and process reliable, valid and accurate data; can explain why data is 

unreliable, invalid or inaccurate   

• Inquisitive about how things work and why things happen   

• Good observational skills   

• Enjoy talking with the teacher about new information or ideas   

• Think flexibly, generalise ideas and adapt problem-solving approaches   

• Ask many questions   

• Enjoy logical reasoning   

• May be able to miss out steps when reasoning   

• Strive for maximum accuracy in measurements of all sorts   

• Use advanced and extensive vocabulary, including the use of appropriate language 

from other areas of the curriculum such as mathematics   

• Put forward objective arguments, using combinations of evidence and creative ideas, 

and question other people’s conclusions   

• Extremely interested in finding out more about things around them   

• Read widely on science or science fiction   

• Have scientific hobbies and/or members of scientific clubs and societies   

• Able to sustain their interest and concentration and go beyond an obvious answer with 

greater depth   

• Able to evaluate findings and think critically; can be self-critical   

• Easily bored by over-repetition of basic ideas; may approach undemanding work 

casually and carelessly  

  

NB: Learners who are very able in science can show intense interest in one particular area of 

science, sometimes to the exclusion of other topics.   
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Appendix 2: List of Co-Curricular Enrichment Sessions (2022-23) 

Academic Enrichment Programme: Clubs, Activities and Academic Trips by Year Group 

Available to all years: 

 ‘Curiosity Shop’ programme of lunchtime lectures by visiting academics, local 

professionals and in-house specialists. 

 Lunchtime and after school clinics in all subjects 

 Skills and Services Programme 

 Inter-House quiz, chess and music competitions 

 Masterclasses (Music, English, Art, Geography, Maths, Drama)  

 Open Art sessions on Saturday mornings 

 Elite Athletes’ Development programme and pre session training (sports scholars) 

 Fortnightly academic enrichment talks (academic scholars)  

 “The Day” online news site  

 Artists’ workshops 

 Canterbury Youth Parliament 

 European Week of Languages 

 Debating Society: inter-school matches, regional and national competitions 

 “The Day” online news site subscription 

 Opportunity to write and edit ‘The Chronicle’ (school journal) 

 Duke of Edinburgh and John Muir Award 

 Music and Dance recitals  

 St Edmund’s Festival 

 Leadership posts in school chapel, library and dining hall committee 

 English, Drama and Dance theatre trips 

 Film Music trip to the Royal Albert Hall (music scholars) 

 Drama trips to New York and Auschwitz   

 Geography trip to Japan 

 Sport trip to Dubai 

 World Challenge trip to Tanzania 

 Thrupp Essay Prize competition (U5 and Sixth Form) 

 Young Geographer of the Year Competition 

 

Fifth Form 

 U5 trip to Greenwich Royal Observatory 

 L5 outdoor activity week 

 L5 geography woodland fieldwork 

 M5 work experience week 

 U5 Geography fieldwork in Blencathra 

 U5 Design Technology trip to Design Museum 

 L5 Outdoor Education 

 Art trips to London Galleries 

 End of Year Art and Design Technology Exhibition (U5 only) 

 AS English 

 Royal Institution Maths masterclasses (L5 only)  
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 Perse Aristotelian Award (L5 only) 

 East Kent Schools Together initiatives 

 University of Kent  

 

Sixth Form 

 Lower 6th Ethics Workshop 

 Leiths ‘Introductory Certificate to Food and Wine’  

 Further Maths A-Level 

 Extended Project Qualification (“EPQ”) 

 EPQ Training Day (University of Kent) 

 Royal Institution Maths masterclasses (L6 only)  

 Gamelan Workshop (Music Department) 

 Life drawing workshops (Art) 

 Literary Society 

 Visiting Speaker Programme (Lower Sixth General Studies) 

 End of Year Art and Design Technology Exhibition 

 Art department trip to Chatham Historic Dockyard 

 Biology Electron Microscope trip to University of Kent 

 “Carmina Burana” at the Royal Festival Hall (Sixth Form Music Scholars) 

 Design & Technology Trip to London Design Week 

 Film Music Trip to the Royal Albert Hall (Music Scholars) 

 Geography Trip to Malham 

 L6 Biology trip to Isle of Wight 

 Olympiads in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Biology 

 


