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WELCOME

JAMES CLAPP

| am delighted to welcome you to boarding at St Edmund’s! | live in the main
school building with my wife, three children and our cat Tom. Between us, we
will ensure that your boarding experience is as good as we can possibly make it.

Boarding life is great fun and a real opportunity to become part of a wider
community with people from all around the world. | am confident that you will
quickly settle into school life, become an integral part of the boarding family,
and develop life-long friendships. You will quickly discover that there are
responsibilities but also opportunities for leadership and teamwork.

| am aware though that all of this takes time. | understand that you might well
pe feeling nervous about leaving home and moving into school. However, let
me reassure you that we will always be close by if you need a chat. Always feel
that you can knock on the door of our flat or indeed the door of any of the other
supportive, friendly, and generally brilliant resident staff team in Boarding.
There will always be someone, day, or night, who will listen if you are upset or
need some advice. Similarly, we love to hear about your successes, and to
share in your life more widely.

You will find that there is so much to do
and plenty of opportunities to have fun,
from the bigger trips to places like
rollercoaster theme parks and the sights
of central London, smaller trips to local
cinemas and theatres, to in-house events
like the Christmas Ball, | am confident
that you will have a brilliant experience
and have lifelong memories of your time
here.

We all look forward to seeing you soon.

James Clapp
Director of Boarding




WELCOME

LUCY HARDING

Hello and a very warm welcome to Girls’ Boarding at St Edmund’s School. My
name is Lucy Harding, and | have had the pleasure of being Head of Girls'
Boarding for the past four years. It is a real privilege to nurture a supportive
and inspiring community where every girl feels valued and empowered. We
are an extended family of support, guidance and friendship - if you are new to
St Edmund’s | know that you will very quickly grow from strangers at the start
of term, to part of a close-knit sisterhood of support and encouragement. Our
girls form strong bonds that make boarding life enriching, and friendships
formed here last long after our girls have left St Edmund’s.

| am here for the girls in every way - to celebrate successes, offer support
through any challenges, and ultimately to help our girls to thrive emotionally,
socially and academically. Girls’ Boarding

at St Edmund’s nurtures independence,
personal growth and lifelong friendships,
preparing our girls with the confidence

and skills they need to thrive beyond

school. If you are joining us, | can't wait to

meet you and look forward to the
friendships and memories that you will ¢
make during your time with us!

Lucy Harding
Head of Girls Boarding




The Aims of St Edmund’s Boarding

We aim to create a safe, enjoyable and happy boarding environment by:

ensuring that the health, safety and wellbeing of our children are of
paramount importance to all the adults who work in the boarding
house and the school. This is, of course, regardless of age, gender, race,
culture or disability

providing a stimulating, secure and supportive environment in which
each child can flourish, develop and fulfill his/her potential, socially as
young people and in their school lives

staffing the house with resident and visiting adults who genuinely care
about the children, who celebrate their successes with them and

support them when they feel down

building a culture in which bullying is recognised to be unacceptable
and dealt with swiftly and decisively when it occurs

promoting an open and trusting ethos, ensuring each child's right to
privacy, dignity, independence and individuality

encouraging high standards of politeness and an awareness of others




Contacts

Director of Boarding

James Clapp

jmc@stedmunds.

Head of Girls Boarding

Lucy Harding

lucyharding@stedmunds.org.uk

Head of Boys Boarding

Simon Buckingham

sb@stedmunds.org.uk

Deputy Head of Girls
Boarding

Gareth Gartside

gjg@stedmunds.org.uk

Boarding Matrons

Housemaster - Baker

Housemasters Wagner

Housemasters Warneford

Housemasters - Watson

Head of Foundation
(Year 7&8)

Christina Lea
Sharon Scally (Deputy)

Victoria Burton
George Coupe (Deputy)

Marie Florence
Ben Barnes (Deputy)

James Anderson
Rebecca Holness
(Deputy)

Alexandra Ward

matrons@stedmunds.org.uk

chl@stedmunds.org.uk
sas@stedmunds.org.uk

vhb@stedmunds.org.uk
gjc@stedmunds.org.uk

mf@stedmunds.org.uk
bjb@stedmunds.org.uk

jca@stedmunds.org.uk
relh@stedmunds.org.uk

alw@stedmunds.org.uk

Deputy Head of Foundation

Staurt Masterton

sgm@stedmunds.org.uk

Medical Centre

Emma Lawford

medicalcentre@stedmunds.org.uk

Admissions

Ayah Hart

admissions@stedmunds.org.uk
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Typical Weekday Boarding Routine

Breakfast: from 07:30 cereals, toast, tea, hot chocolate and a cooked breakfast in
the Dining Hall.

Preparing for School: after breakfast individual areas in dormitories are left neat
and tidy. Bags are packed with everything needed for the day. Boarders leave
boarding by 08:10 to register in Day houses.

During the day: Foundation and Fifth Form boarders are not allowed upstairs to
the dormitories without prior permission. Older pupils are allowed to go to their
rooms at break, lunchtime and during study periods.

Lessons finish, clubs and free time begins: after school boarders can choose to
attend one of the numerous clubs, usually lasting until 17:30. All boarders are
encouraged to attend at least two clubs or activities a week. House staff and
teachers at school will be pleased to tell boarders more about clubs and activities.
This is also a good time for instrumental music practice.

Dinner: from 17:30 all boarders go to the Dining Hall together with residential staff
(years 7, 8 and 9 have priority).

Senior School Prep: from 18:45 homework is supervised by duty staff and Senior
boarding pupils in the Library. Responsible pupils may study in their rooms with
the permission of the Director of Boarding.

Activities and free time: as Prep time finishes there is a certain amount of free
time before the bedtime routines take over. This is a good time for practising
instruments, relaxing in the common room, or playing outside; ball games, the
use of the school gymnasium and sports hall and so on. In the summer boarders
can go swimming or play under supervision in the school grounds.

Snacks: from 19:30, younger boarders who are still hungry can have a snack
before going to bed; perhaps toast and jam and hot chocolate. Older boarders
from Lower Fifth upwards enjoy ‘Milk and Biscuits’ in the Dining Hall and other
snacks at 20:45 before preparing for bed.

Getting ready for Bed:

e From 20:15 Years 7 begin to prepare for bed. This involves showering, changing
into pyjamas, hanging up uniform and tidying personal dormitory space, with
‘lights out’ at 21:00.

e From 20:30 Years 8 begin to prepare for bed. This involves showering,
changing into pyjamas, hanging up uniform and tidying personal dormitory
space, with ‘lights out’ at 21:15.

e Older boarders in the senior school begin bedtime routines from 21:30 with
everyone in their rooms by 22:00.




At the Weekend

Saturday Mornings

We offer an exciting and diverse Saturday morning programme which is
popular with all boarders and is attended voluntarily by day pupils. A wide
range of enjoyable activities are offered with options changing each half term.
Recent options available for younger boarders have included International
Cuisine, Mathematics in Practice, Geology, Short Stories and Poetry, Learn to
be a Screenwriter, Photoshop Design Project, Open Sport (featuring a range of
sports options), Open Music, Open Art, and Research and Personal Study.

Younger boarders additionally enjoy a varied programme of Saturday morning
activities either at school or off-site. Recent activities, for instance, have
included a K'Nex technology challenge, a trip to a leisure pool, a cinema
outing, mountain biking, tobogganing on a dry ski slope, visits to an art gallery
and to a farm, and fun on the beach.

Saturday evenings

This is a good time to unwind within our community. Film nights are regular
opportunities to socialise and during the winter and spring indoor sports are
organised in our Sports Hall. During the summer, barbeques and picnics are
enjoyed alongside informal games of football, Frisbee, tennis and cricket.

Accommodation

All boarders are encouraged to bring their own duvet covers and pillow cases,
which can be any colour or design. This makes it feel more like home. We also
encourage boarders to decorate the area around their beds with posters,
photos or anything personal to make the spaces feel more individual.

Younger boys and girls are allocated to dormitories according to age and
gender.

Lower Sixth Pupils generally share double rooms, with Upper Sixth boarders
having single rooms wherever possible.

There are a range of common areas where boarders can socialise together.
There is also a study equipped with computers in School House and the IT
suite and Library in the main building.




Frequently Asked Questions

We hope that most of the information you need can be found on our
website, in the pupil and parent handbooks or in our prospectus.

However, we are often asked other questions (by parents and their sons and
daughters) and hope the following may be helpful. If you can't find the answer
to your question anywhere in the information we provide, please do get in
touch with us; we will be happy to help.

Q: How many terms are there in the school year?
At St Edmund’s we have three terms in the school year: Michaelmas (Autumn),
Lent (Spring) and Summer.

Q: Which boarding house will my son or daughter join?

St Edmund’s Boarding is comprised of Owen House, School House, New Wing
and Baker Wing. These areas include separate boys’ and girls' accommodation
and a range of age-appropriate bedrooms. Please see the Accommodation
Glossary in this handbook for further reference. Please note that initial
accommodation decisions are made by the Director of Boarding and the Head
of Girls Boarding; once term has begun and boarders are settled these
arrangements are reviewed and adjusted as necessary.

Q: What is a ‘day house’?

Day houses are operated across the Junior and Senior schools and are
managed by individual Housemasters. All boarders and day pupils are
allocated a day house and their respective Housemaster will ensure their
academic progress and social wellbeing throughout the school day.
Housemasters liaise regularly with the Boarding team to ensure all-round care
for your son or daughter.

Q: Do all pupils have their own room?
Single occupancy rooms are usually a privilege of the Upper Sixth. A variety of
double, triple and divided dormitories are used for other boarders.

Q: Can pupils stay at school during holidays?
No. The school is closed and pupils must go home or to their guardians on the
last day of term.

Q: What is a ‘half-term’ holiday?

There is a half-term holiday in the middle of each term; two weeks in the
Michaelmas term, one week in the Lent term, and one week in the Summer
term. The school closes, and pupils go home or to their guardians at the end of
the school day on the Friday preceding the holiday.




Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is Exeat Weekend?

There are four Exeat Weekends when pupils may choose to leave school on the
Friday afternoon after lessons have finished and spend the weekend with their
guardian and/or parents. The Michaelmas term has an exeat weekend in each half
of the term, and there is also one in the Lent and Summer terms. The school is
completely closed on these weekends, with a reduced staff in the main boarding
area to look after those pupils who have chosen to stay (an extra cost is incurred
for this and the online form must be completed).

Parents or guardians can also request for boarders to go home for other
weekends (after Friday school finishes) by arrangement with the Director of
Boarding and provided their sporting or other commitments allow.

Q: Are meals included in the fees?
Yes, St Edmund’s boarding fees include 3 meals (breakfast, lunch and supper) plus
snacks.

Q: How can we meet or make contact with other St Edmund’s parents?

St Edmund’s is keen to promote contact between the school and parents. Once
your son or daughter becomes a pupil at St Edmund’s, you will find that there are
parents’ meetings to keep you informed about his/her academic progress. You
will also be invited to concerts, plays, sports (and other events) in which your son
or daughter may take part. We also hold social events for parents. coffee
mornings, drinks parties, an annual Summer Ball, Speech Day, etc.

Q: How will my child make friends, and will my child have friends of different
ages?

When you arrive you will have lots of people to look after you. Your Housemaster
will ensure that you have a ‘buddy’ to look after you during your first days and
weeks here. Our House system is also helpful when you are making friends. At St
Edmund’s, all the boys and all of the girls of the same age live in separate
boarding areas (though there will be some older pupils living there as Prefects).
Your year group may also share weekend activities with another year group close
to you in age. We arrange lots of trips and social events here, and we run some
special outings right at the start of the year to make sure all the boarders get to
know one another really well as term begins. Our younger boarders will share a
room with other pupils, and this can really help you make friends.

Q: Does the school have any special things or words that are helpful to know?

Yes: in every school there are some rather odd words which have just developed
over the years, but St Edmund’s doesn’t have too many of these. There is a list of
helpful St Edmund’s vocabulary in the handbooks which will be sent to you before
you start.

Q: What is ‘Prep’

At St Edmund's, homework is called Preparation or ‘Prep’ for short. Boarders have
a set Prep time, though older pupils do more work outside these times. They may
also have ‘study periods’ when they work on their own during the school day.
Further details are in the calendar.




Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Can my son or daughter learn a musical instrument?
Yes, he or she can either continue with an instrument he or she is already playing,

or take up an instrument here. Music classes take place during the school day (or
before or after school). There is an extra charge for music lessons. For more
information, contact music@stedmunds.org.uk.

Q: Can pupils wear their own clothes at school?

After school and at weekends pupils in all year groups are permitted to wear
casual clothes of a tasteful nature. Boarders will need name tapes to identify ALL
their clothes and these must be purchased from Schoolblazer

Q: Do pupils have to do their own laundry?
St Edmund'’s provides a full laundry service, but please note that clothes are

generally hot tumbled-dried; hence delicate items should be dry-cleaned (the
school can provide this service if requested). Pupils are expected to make their
own beds, and to keep their area of the house tidy.

Q: Do pupils have to bring their own bedding?

All bedding is provided, although you are welcome to bring your own duvet
covers and pillow cases to make your own space feel more personalised and
homely. You will be given pillows and pillow cases, duvets and duvet covers,
sheets and blankets all of which will be regularly laundered.

Q: What is a duvet?
A duvet is a warm feather or fibre-filled cover for sleeping under.

Q: Are pupils allowed to go into Canterbury?

Boarding pupils are not allowed into Canterbury after school on week days.
However, boarders are encouraged to go to Canterbury at the weekend. Younger
pupils (Yr7,8 and 9) must go as a group. All pupils must sign out and sign back
into the Boarding House on their return.

Q: Is there Internet access in the School?
Boarders have access to the Internet in the IT room and to our Wi-Fi network. This
is turned off overnight between 22:30 and 07:00 Sunday until Friday morning.

Q: Are pupils allowed laptop computers?
Yes. If you wish to bring a laptop, you are allowed to do so, although you should

make sure you have insurance to cover its damage or loss, and that you keep it
safe in school. The school's IT Department will configure your network card for the
school's system, and ensure you have the correct virus protection and security
software. There are lots of PCs provided in school which you can use if you don't
have your own laptop.




Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Does the school provide email accounts?
Yes. Each pupil is provided with an email account.

Q: Does the school provide transport to the airport?
Taxis need to be arranged in advance by guardians or parents (approximate one-

way fare: £80 Gatwick; £110 Heathrow). The school is able to recommend local and
reliable taxi companies that can be booked online - flight number and contact
information  will be required. Please emalil Matron  for details
(vgd@stedmunds.org.uk).

Q: Can pupils bring their own pictures / posters from home?
Yes, pupils are encouraged decorate their room with appropriate pictures and
posters.

Q: How can pupils keep their belongings safe?
St Edmund’s is a happy and secure place in which to live, and everyone here is

expected to respect the property, privacy and welfare of other pupils and staff.
However, we also try to take general and internal security seriously. All boarding
areas have secure keypad access. Rooms are either single occupancy and lockable
or have a lockable area. Pupils are encouraged to bring a padlock or combination
lock.

Q: How much pocket money can a pupil have?
£20-£30 per week is a common amount. Large sums of cash can be deposited

with the Director of Boarding in Senior School. Bank accounts can also be
arranged and are encouraged.

Q: Does the school accept Euros / dollars / cash payment / credit cards?
The school accepts payment in British Pounds Sterling. Payments can be made

by cheque, by bank transfer, or by credit card.

Q: Do pupils need to have private medical insurance?
Full-time boarding pupils are registered with the School's Doctor, and are

therefore treated under the British National Health Service (NHS) (weekly and flexi
boarders remain registered with their home GP, which can limit the care we can
provide). Parents may wish to take out private medical cover, which will cover

treatment at a private hospital where necessary.
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